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PPSSSSBB  WWeeeekkllyy  HHiigghhlliigghhttss  
 

 Motorola hosted a Lifecycle Planning Session 

on the Astro  system on Aug. 9 in Helena.  
 PSIC microwave site walks are expected to 
take place the third week of August.  

 PSSB continues work on writing applications 
to re-obligate grant funding to local 
jurisdictions.  

 
 

 
Online Guidance Available for 2011 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program  
By E. Wing Spooner espooner@mt.gov  
 

The guidance materials and application kit for 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Assistance to Firefighters 
Grants (AFG) program is now posted online at 
http://www.fema.gov/firegrants/. The open application 
period will run from Aug. 15 through Sept. 9, 2011. 
The program remains largely unchanged from the 
previous year, with its primary focus continuing to 
be on firefighter health and safety as well as the 
safety of the public that firefighters serve.  

The AFG program provides funding for the 
essentials that firefighters and first responders need 
to be safe and effective on the job. That includes 
communications equipment such as narrowband 
equipment, portable radios, mobile repeaters, 
mobile data terminals (MDTs), base stations, 
computer-aided dispatch, fixed-site repeaters, and 
wireless and broadband mobile data systems. If 
your department or agency has critical needs, AFG 
can help.  

In addition, requests that support a regional 
collaboration may be submitted. Any eligible 
applicant, whether a fire department or a 
nonaffiliated EMS organization, may act as a “host 
applicant” and apply for large-scale or regional 
projects on behalf of itself and any number of 
organizations in neighboring jurisdictions. Two 
regional requests in Montana have been funded in 
the past. In Sept., 2007, the I-15/90 Corridor 
Consortium received an AFG award of $799,851 for 

four member counties: Anaconda-Deer Lodge, 
Beaverhead, Butte-Silver Bow and Granite.   The 
Butte-Silver Bow Fire Dept. managed the grant for 
all the jurisdictions.  

The Columbia Falls Fire Dept., submitted a 
FY2009 Regional Communications Grant on behalf 
of 20 emergency response partners in Flathead 
County, In Feb., 2010, the region received $799,989 
to assist 430 Flathead County firefighters and EMS 
members to acquire P25 interoperable mobile 
radios, handheld portable radios, mobile repeater 
radios, and associated supplies.  

 Requested equipment should have the intent of 
solving interoperability issues and improving first 
responder safety through more reliable 
communication systems. Portables are limited to the 
number of seated positions in a department’s listed 
inventory of vehicles. Construction of facilities, such 
as buildings or sheds to house communications, 
towers, phones or other equipment, are not eligible.  

To learn more about AFG and to start your 
online application, visit: http://www.fema.gov/firegrants.  

 

Ravalli County Commissioners Approve 
Repeater Installation Costs 

By E. Wing Spooner espooner@mt.gov 
 

According to Laura Lundquist, a reporter with 
the Ravalli Republic, Ravalli County Commissioners 
approved almost $3,500 in installation costs for their 
new narrowband repeater on Sula Peak. The 
$15,000 Motorola repeater was purchased with FY 
2007 Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS) grant funds 
awarded to the Interoperability Montana (IM) 
project. Ravalli County was one of eight jurisdictions 
to receive narrowband repeaters and/or base 
stations with this funding.  
 As HAM readers are aware, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) has mandated 
that all radio communications services below 512 
MHz must transition over to narrowband frequencies 
by Jan. 1, 2013. 
 An estimated $700,000 of DHS FY2010 grant 
dollars also were allocated to the IM to fund 
narrowband repeaters and base stations, but those 
funds have not yet been released by DES.  They 
are expected to be re-obligated sometime later this 
year to the remaining jurisdictions whose 
applications were recommended for funding by the 
IM Technical Committee. 

mailto:espooner@mt.gov
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Speaking of flooding, here is a photo of Dale Osborne’s truck 
stuck deep in the mud last spring as he tried to access a 

remote communications site. Dale is the Montana Highway 
Patrol’s Lead Communications Technician. 

Here is a link to the complete Ravalli Republic article:   
http://www.ravallirepublic.com/news/local/article_7cd745d
6-c2e5-11e0-8df3-001cc4c03286.html.  
 

FCC Chair Unveils Five-Step Action Plan  
Courtesy of http://www.fcc.gov  
 

On Aug. 10, Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) Chairman Genachowski 
announced a five-step action plan to improve the 
deployment of Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1). 
NG9-1-1 is an initiative aimed at updating US and 
Canadian 9-1-1 service infrastructure to improve 
public emergency communications services in a 
wireless mobile society. This means that 9-1-1 
centers (referred to as Public Safety Answering 
Points,  (PSAPs) could not only receive emergency 
phone calls, but also text messages, images, video 
and data.   

The plan says the FCC will:  
1. Develop automatic location accuracy 

mechanisms for NG-9-1-1. 
2. Facilitate the completion and implementation 

of NG9-1-1 technical standards for the 
hardware and software that carriers and 
public safety answering points (PSAPs) use 
to communicate NG9-1-1 information. 

3. Work with state 9-1-1 authorities, Federal 
agencies, and other governing entities to 
provide technical expertise and develop a 
coordinated approach to NG9-1-1 governance.  

4. Develop an NG9-1-1 funding model focused 
on the cost-effectiveness of the G911 network 
infrastructure linking PSAPs and carriers. 

5. Enable consumers to send text, photos, and 
videos to Public Safety Answering Points 
(PSAPs). 

Next month, the FCC is expected to launch 
rulemaking to consider how to accelerate NG9-1-1 
adoption, including how to ensure adequate 
broadband infrastructure to deliver the bandwidth 
PSAPs will need to provide NG9-1-1. As part of the 
proceeding, the FCC will examine interim solutions 
for ensuring that carriers and service providers 
support transmission of text-to-9-1-1. Working with 
the public safety community, carriers, 
manufacturers, and other service providers, the goal 
is to ensure that effective emergency response is a 
critical element of the broadband environment. 

 

Montana’s Flooded Past 
By E. Wing Spooner espooner@mt.gov   
 

As many HAM readers will attest, Montana has 
been hit heavily with flooding this spring. In fact, on 
July 26, President Barack Obama amended 
Montana's disaster declaration to include individual 
assistance for 16 Montana counties and three 
Indian reservations.  

For a fascinating visual history of Montana’s 
flooded past, you may want to visit this photo gallery 
on the Billings Gazette website: 
http://bill ingsgazette.com/news/state-and-
regional/montana/collection_871fcee8-39e7-5f32-a465-
d828f744f252.html#0. It features historic images of 
flooding from 1881 through 1997. 

 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
 

 Thurs., Aug. 23 
 State Agency Radio Users Task Force 

 3:00 - 4:30 pm  Helena 
 Mitchell Bldg., 125 N. Roberts, Rm. 160 

 Thurs., Sept. 15 
 “Enabling Interoperability” Workshop  
 Montreal, Canada  

Hyatt Regency Montreal, 1255 Jeanne-Mance St.  
http://groups.winnforum.org/p/cm/ld/fid=171 
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